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December 18th 2006

Dear  Editor 

                            PRIVATE G.P SURGERY IN MAGHULL
                                “THE TRUTH”
                           For the past two months or so I have followed with great interest the local publications concerning the decision by Sefton Primary Care Trust to use the Alternative Provider of Medical Services route that was made available to all PCT’s in November 2004.

My interest is understandable as I am the Chairperson for the newly formed Maghull Action Group. I believe it is partly as a result of our efforts that this subject has been brought more openly into the public domain were everybody has an opportunity to voice his or her opinion of the issue.

I have so far kept copies of all the press stories concerning this issue, and I now feel that it is time for our group to respond to those stories and to perhaps put one or two matters straight.

The Maghull Action Group was formed following a public meeting; this meeting was arranged and attended by members of The Keep Our NHS Public Campaign, some local Unison and Prison Officers Association Groups and members of other organisations. That meeting informed the local people that the South Sefton Primary Care Trust were negotiating with a Private Medical Company to provide a new GP’s surgery in Maghull / Lydiate. This was the first that many others and I had heard of this and it evoked an intense feeling of moral and ethical disgust with myself personally, and other members of the public. 

The group was simply formed by a group of six local residents who feel that their consciences could not allow this issue pass without putting up some resistance to it, and ensuring that the people of Maghull / Lydiate are given a chance to have a say in a service that is supposed to be designed around their needs and wants, as they are going to be the ones who have to use any new surgery.

Firstly I must point out that, regardless of the mischievous ranting and scare mongering of a number of notable local well-known individuals, the group has NO political backing from any party. We are in fact abhorred by the non-actions of all Political parties that have in fact allowed this issue to progress to this stage. As a group or individuals we have NO hidden agenda, we have NO political stance we are simply local people who disagree with who has, so far, been selected to provide this service. 

As a group we welcome the opportunity for Maghull to have another GP the surgery but let us get our facts straight.

There is NO guarantee that a NEW surgery will be built; the tenders put in by each bidder were based on a tender with a new build and a tender using a conversion of an existing building to appropriate standards. 

The winning bidder may well decide that as the contract is only for five years they will not build a new surgery which could cost a couple of million pounds but instead they may decide to simply spend one or two hundred thousand pounds on converting and renting an existing building.

The local councillors keep on about not knowing anything concerning the selection of an Alternative Provider of Medical Services (APMS), about the PCT not telling them that the services on offer were to be supplied by a Company with shareholders. However documentary evidence from the PCT website states that the councillors were in fact invited to nominate one of their own to help reduce the selection from five companies to one preferred bidder on the 21st September 2005 by the PCT. I therefore leave it to you the public to decide for yourselves whether to believe the councillors protests of being kept in the dark. 

The PCT minutes of several meetings and the minutes of several council meetings do in fact state that the council have been kept fully informed of all proceedings in this affair, and the fact that an Alternative Provider of Medical Services (APMS) would supply the service.

The group have attempted to be as proactive in this matter as possible. We have attended Council meetings asking questions, PCT meetings, also meetings with our local MP, meetings with the Patient Forum all in an attempt to guarantee that the local people are given the right to decide for themselves what type of GP services they want and who they want to provide it. 

The PCT are now willing to ENGAGE in public discussions but they are still continuing to negotiate with the Company. On no less than two occasions the Chairman has stated that even if the public opinion is against this issue the contract negotiations and completion of the contract will not be stopped.

If this is allowed to go ahead the company which runs this service will be given a two million pound budget to cater for 4500 patients which it currently does not have and the PCT cannot guarantee it. That means if the company takes a 10% profit, which the group has been informed, is the norm in such contracts; the company will pocket £200,000 of public money. That is approximately £5 for every man woman and child living in Maghull/ Lydiate. 

That is in the first year and if the service actually fulfils it number of 9,000 patients then it could possibly pocket £400,000 profit each year. That equals £10 for every man woman and child in Maghull / Lydiate every year.

The Chairman of the PCT has accused our group of being mischievous, disingenuous and scare mongering. The figures I have used were figures set by the PCT and not by myself. 

They estimate the cost for 4500 patients to be £2,000,000 per year, they estimate the population of Maghull / Lydiate to be approximately 41,000.

Using their own figures if the surgery has 9,000 patients it works out that if a patient attends this surgery only once in a year it will have cost the public £444.44. Using their figures if a patient calls out a GP for a home visit only once in a year, and does not require any other visits to the GP for a year that call out will have cost £444.44 of public money.

The PCT Chairman complained that leaflets stating:

GP CONSULTATION £100

HOME VISIT £250

FREE NHS PRICELESS

were liable to scare people, I think the real figures used by the PCT are a lot more scary than those on that leaflet.


However, regardless of all the things that are said and the accusations that are thrown at our group one thing still remains very clear to us. The Primary Care Trust have failed to Consult with the people of Maghull / Lydiate over this issue, they failed to inform the Sefton Council Overview and Scrutiny Review Committee for Health and Social Care of their intentions to change, or vary the manner in which Primary Care services in Maghull / Lydiate were to be commissioned before they made the decision and before the tender was actually published. They have failed to consult with the Patient and Public Involvement Forum and therefore they have failed to follow at least two acts of Parliament. 

In the Groups opinion this catalogue of failures and the total disregard shown to the Law and the Department of Healths own Guidelines on how to conduct a proper and worthwhile Public consultation means that they should as a matter of recourse, now cease all negotiations with this company and recommence the entire process from the start and perhaps this time they will get it right.

Yours sincerely

P.Crowder

