Defend the National Health Service!

Conference and march to oppose cuts and keep the NHS public!

UNIONS and NHS campaigners will be getting together in Cambridge on October 6th at an important regional conference, to restate the importance of defending the NHS against cuts and the threat of privatisation.

The conference, organised by the NHS Together coalition of trade unions, staff organisations and campaign groups, will be held at 10.30 at the Bailey Rooms, Shire Hall, Cambridge. It will be followed at 1 pm by a march from Shire Hall to the Guildhall where an open-air rally will be held.

It follows a similar event on March 3rd this year, which attracted over a hundred people from around the region to organise joint campaigning in defence of the basic principles of the NHS, after savage cuts had been imposed on health services around the country.

Martin Booth, Chair of Cambridge Health Branch of UNISON, one of the main unions organising the event on October 6th, said:

'Since Gordon Brown took over from Tony Blair, the media has presented a picture of everything suddenly becoming rosy in the NHS, after a long period of cuts and privatisation. The huge deficits of the last couple of years have somehow become transformed into surpluses, and all the crisis talk has died down.

'This may be very convenient for the new government regime, but it does not at all reflect the reality on the ground. The deficits have become surpluses at a huge price; in Cambridgeshire alone we have seen the Young People's Service, rehabilitation services and therapy services axed to ensure the Mental Health Service turns in a surplus so as to be eligible for Foundation Trust status. 

'Now Cambridgeshire Primary Care Trust, until recently deeper in the red than almost any other NHS organisation in Britain, is becoming "stabilised" - but at what price? Hinchingbrooke Hospital in Huntingdon faced complete closure, and is still carrying out savage cuts, because of the PCT's funding crisis, and now Brookfield and Princess of Wales Hospital in Ely are closing whole wards for the same reason.

'NHS Together says there is no good reason for these cuts; they are inspired by the government's ideogical obsession with making NHS organisations profitable, so that they take up less taxpayers' money and potentially become ripe for privatisation.

'That's why we are meeting and marching on October 6th in Cambridge, and why we will be demonstrating nationally in London on November 3rd, to say 'Cuts and privatisation - no way! NHS is here to stay!'

For more information about the conference and demonstration on October 6th, please contact Martin Booth, Chair of Cambridge Health UNISON, on 01223-217550 (Cambridge Health UNISON branch office), 07754-095046 (mobile), or unison@addenbrookes.nhs.uk
