Dear

I am extremely concerned about the NHS reforms proposed in the Health and Social Care Bill.

I and many others believe the planned reforms will seriously destabilise the NHS and undermine its core principles. They will lead to more frontline job losses and cuts to crucial services. They will return the NHS to the dark days of chaos and crisis. They will also be very difficult to reverse.

1. When cuts are being made, why spend more on this new system? The Health Service Journal calculates that the new model could cost £1.2bn more than the current one.  York University has estimated that the internal market has increased admin and management costs to 14% of the NHS budget – and yet the reforms are proposing to extend this market. On top of this, has been estimated that the process of restructuring alone will cost between £2bn-£3bn.  So where are the savings?

2.  A postcode lottery will result. Huge differences in the arrangements for healthcare will emerge between areas - with the formation of around 300 GP consortia all free to make set their own priorities. Patients could be forced to change their GP or relocate to get the care they need.

3. The financial success of each consortia will affect the level of service their patients receive. It will influence the types of care provided and the number of episodes of care that will be paid for. Some patients needing hospital treatment will inevitably be told by their GP, “Sorry, but you’ll have to wait until the next financial year.”

4. There is a proven threat to the equity, value and quality of care by involving profit-led companies in providing healthcare under NHS contracts. ISTCs cherry-picked the less complex patients. Out-of-hours arrangements have caused suffering and even deaths. The quality of work done in private treatment centres with NHS contracts has been criticised by NHS surgeons and has had to be repaired by the NHS.

5. There is a real danger of a two-tier service. Providers will compete for contracts in more affluent areas, leaving poorer communities struggling to sustain a comprehensive range of a healthcare of a comparable standard. The increasing trend to allow personal top-ups to the funding of care will widen the divisions between those who can afford to pay and those who can’t. This will clearly be seen in hospitals where the use of private pay beds will allow patients with less medical need to jump the NHS queue.

In spite of rhetoric being used to sell the reforms, the vast majority of healthcare experts, professionals and think tanks all say that this revolution is totally unnecessary. The level of professional and expert opposition is unprecedented. The RCGP, the BMA, the King's Fund, the Nuffield Trust, Civitas, The Social Market Foundation, Macmillan Cancer Support, Diabetes UK and Age UK have all expressed grave concerns.

For the sake of the future healthcare of your constituents, I urge you to vote against the Health and Social Care Bill. To do otherwise would be to ignore widespread expertise and informed opinion, and would therefore be deeply irresponsible.

